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A Place of
PEACE

This family’s second home serves as a
refuge from the cares of the everyday.

When Karen Wolf of k+co LIVING was
hired by Aimee Cummo and Matt Mandel
to design their home in New York’s
Hudson Valley, she was met with an exciting
challenge. “T'hey purchased a home rthat
was newly constructed, and they wanted to
make it feel like an inn,” she says, noting
the homeowners’ desire to translate the
effortless authenticity of the history-rich
area into a home that would be an escape
from the life of two lawyers.

“T’he main inspiration was to give them
a mountain feel,” Karen says, “so, we used
an earthier palette.” The inspiradon for
the color scheme, a hand-knotted kilim
rug in the family room, kicked off a design
that showcases handmade, craftsman-style
pieces. “We used mostly real wood when
we could, or hand-forged iron,” Karen adds.

A prime example of that goal, the
chairs in the connected dining area were
hand-crafted in Mexico, and they feature
handwoven leather that plays into Karen’s
love of using texture in her projects. The
rich orange-brown finish stands out against
the subtle blues and grays that back it
establishing a high-contrast palette of deep
tones that Karen carefully kept from feeling
“muddy,” explaining, “We pop a little bit

more when and where we can.”
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A Hubbardton Forge pendant light tops off the dining
areda with an artistic fiair, showing off the desian team’s
penchant for selecting showstopping light fixtures.
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Further demonstrating that approach, the green
sofa in the living room was, as Karen notes, a bold
move for the homeowners—but it was one that
paid off. “We really loved the feel of that space,”
she says, noting the design ream endeavored o
create a timeworn personality despite the property
being new. Artwork commissioned from local artist
Dana Salzone is the focal point of the room, but
Karen points to the Visnal Comfort chandelier as
the detail that pulls it all rogether.

“lome, lighting is more than jewelry to a room,”
she says. “It’s really one of the layers thar can rake
a room from one vibe to another, Just a switch of a
light fixture can change the whole aesthetic of
the space; it really tells the story.” Whether it’s the
vintage eclectic charm of the living room or
the bohemian atmosphere in the guest bedroom,
each spaces personality is carefully honed with
chandeliers and lamps that complete the story Karen
wants the room w tell. *“We spend a remendous

amount of tme sourcing lighting,” she says.
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A last-mminute oddion, the Tempoper & Co,
wiallpaper in this bedroom creates a siale-
ment wall that lends a finished look 1o the
space. While the homeownears were inill
hasitant, Karen selected o low-c ommi
peeal-and-stick vanely, and the enc

wias well worth if.




As the homeowners wanied the progerty to be ready o use upon arival, each of the bedrooms is outfitted with uxe,
welcoming bedding and every comfort of home. Karen designed eoch of the spaces with its own character ond colorsory,
paying specia attention to the art selections. From the serene shades and texture-neavy design of the pimary suite to the nch
faones and global-inspired décor in one of the guesi bedrooms. each experience is mamorable in s own unique woy.
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In a move that isnt typical of Karen's
design process, the ream sourced various
antiques and vintage pieces from the local
communites, weaving them in among
new picees to introduee the aged character
Aimee and Matt wanted. Picces like the
patinacd glass botles thar decorare
the built-ins in the downstairs den speak
to the history of the area while serving
as an added layer of charm in an already
charming design.

While the project turned our to be a
departure from k+co’s usual style, Karen
considers it a favorite. “It's a side of us
that we don’t ger to showcase that
often,” she says. The home gave Karen
the opportunity to stretch her creative
muscles while translating the principles
of her design philosophy into a home
that would serve as a true haven for a
busy family. These days, Aimee, Man,
and their kids enjoy their mountain
home nearly every weekend—and with
every detail so carefully thoughr our, it’s

easy to see why.

Faaliring a cozy sectional and plenty
of storage for board games, the den
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"[The homeowners] definitely wanted
that to be g hangout for their kids,”
Karen says, noting thal the selections
in the space are performance-bos: ﬁx’ 7;\
and family friendly. {5‘\ éfa-. :
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